e A study from UCLA found that al-
most half of college students drift
away from their Christian upbringing.
While 52 percent of incoming stu-
dents said that they regularly took
part in church events, the number
shrinks to 29 percent who are still
involved in church activities by their
junior year.77

+» Josh McDowell estimates, “Over 69
percent of youth are leaving tradition-
al church after high school.”78

« Mark Matlock, student ministry guru,
finds, “Depending on whose numbers
you use, 58-84 percent of graduating
youth from church youth groups are
not returning [to church].”79

» George Barna gives troubling news
in his book, Real Teens: “Now only 33
percent of churched youth say that
the church will play a part in their lives
when they leave home.”80

e Glenn Schultz at LifeWay Christian
Resources estimates that 75 percent
of young people leave church in their
late teens and aren’'t reconnecting
later.81

» Student Venture reports that about
70 percent of seniors in high school
who claimed faith, stopped attending
church during the college years.82

77. Taken from abcnews.go.com/
GMA/story?id=1375842&page=1.

78. Josh McDowell, The Last Chris-
tian Generation (Holiday, FL: Green
Key Books, 2006) p. 13.

79. Mark Matlock, “From Wacky to
Wise” Youth Workers Journal, May/
June 2006.

80. George Barna, Real Teens
(Ventura, CA: Regal Books, 2001) p.
136.

81. Glen Schultz, taken
www.KingdomEducation.com.

from

82. Jeremy and Jerusha Clark, After
You Drop Them Off: A Parent’s Guide
to Student Ministry (Colorado Springs:
Waterbrook Press, 2005) p. 192.

Do we just bemoan this situation, wring
our hands, toss up feeble prayers to
do something about it?

Truth be told, GCC is serious about
our mission to young people! Children
and their families are an integral part of
that mission. For three years we have
pursued additional staff for this area of
our ministries. And our search ended
when you met a new Chris @ GCC!

Chris Cowsert is our Student Minister,
for students in 6th-12th grades. Chris
C. leads a team that is developing stu-
dent ministry environments in which
students will accept Jesus into their
lives, mature, and then share their
faith.

Chris C. works under the leadership of
Chris Tanner to align the student min-
istry goals with the family ministry
goals, all under the mission of
Georgetown Christian Church: to turn
everyday people into fully-devoted fol-
lowers of Jesus Christ. Chris C. is a
great fit to our GCC team! He has al-
ready mapped out an overall strategy
for this next year. Be sure to welcome

him the next time you see him!
Continued on next page



Since Chris Tanner was leading in
student and children’'s ministries,
how will his role change? Great
guestion! The GCC leadership has
for some time wanted a children’s
minister to focus on our mission to
the Nursery - 5th grade kids. Chris
T. is moving into that new role as
our Family Minister.

Recent studies show that no matter
how intensely churches focus on
kids, a young person’s relationship
with the Lord won't last beyond high
school if the family is not involved in
purposefully passing on that same
life-giving relationship  with  our
Heavenly Father.

GCC's ministry to children may look
similar to what it has in the past with
our age-appropriate Sunday morn-

to
turn everyday kids into fully-devoted
followers of Jesus Christ, we are
sounding the call for parents to step
up as the spiritual leaders of their
families.

Many parents already want to do
this, but they struggle with how to
pull it off. The Family Ministry led by
Chris T. is an effort to synchronize
church leaders and parents around
a master plan to build faith and char-
acter in their sons and daughters.

Presently Chris 1.0 & Chris 2.0 are
reading through Think Orange. They
are of one mind about discipling the
children and teens of Georgetown
Christian Church by partnering with
parents.

A quote from Think Orange sums up
our recalibrated direction: “2 com-
bined influences make a greater
impact than just 2 influences.”

INFLUENCES

You didn’t know how valuable a mi-
crowave oven could be until you got
one, did you? You didn't realize how
important a cell phone was until you
got one of those babies, too, did
you? With the addition of Chris C. to
our GCC staff, | anticipate great and
exciting things for our children, from
nursery through high school! The
biggest problem | have is figuring
out what to call the two Chris...es!
Whatever!
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Haley Sharp May 17th
Devan Smith July 24th
Dakota Arnold  July 31st
Miranda Pyles  August 7th
Sarah Pyles August 7th

% & "
& . ' %

& 2.

@ % 2 %

[0 2<%

% ! % %

1 0 2

@ 2 %

o ! 2 %




( (& )

#E (%1l & )
* + )
@%6 & 7
6 6 & )
+( )
With deepest 1)
sywwpathy
!
ll# $
In hope of eternal life,
% which God, that cannot lie,
promised before the
world began.
$ Titus 1:2
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People helping people...

If you have a need for extra income and are willing to work hard and be
coachable, or if you need help with resumes and filling out job applications,
please contact Kasandra Ramsey. | have experience helping people, and
there is no cost to you.

Also, if you need part-
babysitting, transportation, cooking, yardwork, elder sitting, etc. we may know
someone that can fill your need.

If you would like part-time work or a work project at a reasonable rate, please
send an email with the services that you can provide and contact information.

Kasandra Ramsey
502-396-7892
kassie7904@aol.com
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Georgetown Christian Church

Open Each Wednesday
10:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.
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A dramatized real life presentation you'll neverdgiet!
Cast of 50
Sunday thru Tuesday
September 11th 6:00 p.m.
September 12th & 13th 7:00 p.m.

2778 Charlestown Road, New Albany

Free Admission
For more info call 812-944-7226

SEPTEMBER 11-17, 2011
ity Fair & Expo Cenler - Louisville, KY
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IPORTRAT:
PRREAT INFQ MEETING

August 28th

6:00 PM
In the fireside room
We will be going over the schedule for the
next year, and answering any questions that

you may have for Chris.

W6 Nead Baxes




sveryone is Invitee
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